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New defensive coordinator preaches effort, cohesion
>more on Sports
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Kopp and wife honored for
leadership in community
By TAYLOR STUCK

TAYLOR STUCK | THE PARTHENON

Marshall University President Stephen Kopp (RIGHT) and wife Jane
(LEFT) accept a gift presented to them from Leadership Tri-State’s Tyson
Compton, Thursday.

Students react to the
freshman 15 concept
By KELCIE COBURN

THE PARTHENON
As freshmen begin their college journey, there are many
things they are compelled to
adapt to. New surroundings,
new people and new responsibilities are suddenly affecting
their lives, and each student’s
reaction to these changes is
different.
Becoming
independent
and learning how to live as an
adult can be difficult to adjust
to. Some do it better than others. The biggest issue for some
students can be the dreaded
freshman 15 — the idea that
when students begin college
their eating habits are changed,
leading to weight gain during
their first semester.
For most freshmen living
in dorms, a typical diet consists of mostly what is offered

in the dining hall or fast food.
For most, this is a huge change
from their diets at home.
Making healthy nutritional decisions can be a challenge when
so many different options are
available in places such as dining halls. The selection of food
can range from healthy to unhealthy, and more often than
not, the unhealthy food is more
appealing.
Freshman broadcast journalism major, Meghan Johnson,
said the freshman 15 concept is
a choice.
“I think the freshman 15 is
very true, depending on your
surroundings,” Johnson said. “If
you have self-control over your
thoughts or actions like stress
from classes, sports and work,
then you are less likely to gain

See FRESHMAN | Page 5

CAB to host first “Plaza
Playlist” concert series
THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University Campus Activities Board is looking
for local bands to play in a threeday series of concerts as part of
their Plaza Playlists event.
The three days of concerts
will be April 10, 17, 24 from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m.
John Fredeking, CAB graduate assistant, said the CAB
wanted to put together a fun,
spring event for students.
“We wanted to feature local
bands, specifically Marshall
students, to play on the plaza
since the weather is supposed
to get nicer,” Fredeking said.
The CAB is accepting any
genre of music and any talent
level for the event.
“We’ve had a Christian rock
band, Indie Folk and a soft
heavy metal bands inquire so
far,” Fredeking said.

INSIDE:

So far, Fredeking said the
CAB has had six performers inquire about the event.
With the event lasting three
days, performers can choose
which day and time they would
like to perform, but the length
of stage time has not yet been
determined.
Fredeking said the number of performers signed up
would determine the stage
time. A location in the event
of a rainy day has not been
decided.
“We’re trying to get as many
people as possible since this is
the first time we have held this
event,” Fredeking said, “We’re
hoping to do it again depending
on how this one goes.”
Any band or solo performer interested in Plaza Playlists should
contact the CAB with a preferred
performance day and time.

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University President Stephen
Kopp and his wife, Jane, were honored
Thursday at the Leadership Tri-State Community Service Award luncheon at the St.
Mary’s Conference Center.
Leadership Tri-State is a non-profit, community education program that selects
participants from southern Ohio, eastern Kentucky and western West Virginia who possess
leadership abilities and show dedication to
the community. The organization honors a
member of the community each year.
Rob Johnson, of WSAZ-TV3, was master
of ceremonies and said Leadership TriState chose to honor Kopp and his wife
because they embraced Huntington and
for their involvement in Huntington and at
Marshall.
A. Michael Perry, who sat on the committee that elected Kopp as Marshall
president, said Kopp came to the university
when it was struggling, but led the school
towards goals such as raising $15 million
for Bucks for Brains and numerous construction projects that will propel Marshall
towards a better future.

“People give to people with a vision, but
also to people who are real,” Perry said.
“We are fortunate in the community to
have Kopp and dear Jane.”
Kopp said he saw lot of people who were
waiting for good things to happen when he
joined Marshall.
“We don’t wait for good things to happen,” Kopp said. “We make good things
happen. Some people call that vision, but
it’s just self-evident. When you see a problem, you try to solve it. When you see an
opportunity, you try to grab it.”
Kopp is completing his eighth year as
Marshall president. He joined Marshall after completing leadership positions with
Midwestern University, Central Michigan University and Ohio University. Kopp said a good
leader should always finish what they start.
“I set very high expectations,” Kopp
said. “And you have to work your tail off
to try and get it done. You also have to be
prepared if you set a goal; you have to be
committed to achieve it.”
Both Kopp and his wife volunteer and
give their time back to the community.
“If you learn anything in life, you learn in
many ways that leadership is tantamount

to service,” Kopp said. “You are serving constituents. The focus I’ve always had is, ‘how
can we make Marshall and Huntington a
better place?’”
Jane Kopp is currently president of the
Tri-State Literacy Council and participates
in many other community organizations
such as the Boys and Girls Club of Huntington, Women’s Advisory Council and
Clay Center Board of Directors. She said
she is thankful she has the opportunity
to volunteer now that her children are
grown.
“I have so much admiration for those
who can work, raise a family and volunteer
at the same time,” Jane Kopp said.
Emily Buckberry, a close friend of Jane
Kopp, said the common phrase ‘behind every successful man is a successful woman’
does not stand true for Kopp and his wife.
“In their case, beside Steven Kopp is a
loving and successful first lady,” Buckberry
said.
Kopp said he never aspired to be president of a university, but that everything
happens for a reason.

See KOPP | Page 5

Annual student showcase
magazine releases latest issue
By JORDAN BEAN

THE PARTHENON
The annual issue of Et Cetera,
Marshall University’s literary
magazine, was released Thursday
at a launch party at Gallery 842.
The magazine publishes student fiction, non-fiction and
poetry as well as photography
and paint pieces. Students,
faculty and members of the
Huntington community attended the event, and an open
mic, showing of local artwork
and free issues of Et Cetera
were included.
David Robinson, professor
of composition at Marshall and
fiction editor for Et Cetera, said
the magazine gives students a
chance to show their work publicly for the first time.
"It's an opportunity for
Marshall students to express
their perspectives through
art, in a medium that's going to be distributed to other
Marshall students," Robinson
said. "It's a good thing for
students to be able to put on
their resumes that they've
been published."
Tanya Bonsta, an English
graduate student, said the

NEWS, 2 | SPORTS, 3 | OPINION, 4

launch party serves students by
celebrating their work.
"I think it's just celebrating
the artistic talent at Marshall,"
Bonsta said. "Students are the
ones usually who submit, and
the fact that they write something and get it published is a
pretty big accomplishment."
Charles Childers, literature
major from Milton, W.Va., performed a published piece called
“Rebel” at the launch party.
"It's important because it
gives the students, the faculty
and anyone from the Huntington area the ability to read their
works and get their stuff out
there," Childers said. "It's a good
introduction."
An estimated 100 community
members attended the event,
which lasted for two hours.
Multiple published students
performed written pieces at
the open mic, and Adam Vines,
author of “The Coal Life” gave a
reading of his poetry.
Copies of Et Cetera are available for free in the College of
Liberal Arts.
Jordan Bean can be contacted at bean19@marshall.
edu.

Editor-in-chief Whitney Naylor-Smith speaks Thursday during the
launch party for Et Cetera, in Huntington.
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Author, pastor sounds off during POLICE BLOTTER
“Feminism and Christianity” talk
By JOSIE LANDGRAVE
THE PARTHENON

By EBONY ROBINSON

THE PARTHENON
The Rev. Jennifer Crumpton
spoke Thursday at “Feminism
and Christianity,” a lecture in
celebration of Women’s History
Month.
Crumpton is a pastoral associate at Park Avenue Christian
Church in Manhattan, N.Y. She is
an ordained minister in the Christian Church Disciples of Christ.
Crumpton graduated with her
masters in Divinity from Union
Theological Seminary and works
for a non-governmental organization called International Center
for Religion and Diplomacy. She
is the author “Femmevangelical,”
and she blogs for The Huffington Post and writes a column for
Patheos called “Femmevangelical: A Modern Girl’s Guide to the
Good News”.
“Femmevangelical is a way of
articulating the faith that women
aspire to have despite the problems and issues we often have
with our Christian traditions and
our upbringings that are at often
time oppressive,” Crumpton said.

“It is a way of reconciling our religious tradition to the reality of
our lives and articulate our faith
in a way that undergirds our goals
for our future and connection to
God.”
Crumpton gave three life
guides to the audience.
First, she said women should
know and share their story, by reflecting over the things that have
happened over the course of their
life that have formed who they
are. Second, she said to question
everything. Lastly, Crumpton said
to take back tradition.
“Be willing to step forward to
bring your faith to a new light and
practice it in a new way,” Crumpton said.
Kim White, counselor from
the counseling center, said she
enjoyed the event and Crumpton
brought a whole new perspective
on Christianity.
“Looking at Christianity for
the women’s stories, because the
women’s story is not being told,”
White said. “Because the stories
are not being told, it is not relevant
in women’s modern day lives.”

The following summaries were compiled from this week’s
Marshall University police reports.

STRIKING UNATTENDED VEHICLE: STADIUM LOT
March 11 at 2:45 p.m., a victim reported her car had been hit
during the weekend. A note was left on the car from a witness
stating it occurred on March 7. After reviewing camera footage, officers identified a suspect in a 1991 Lincoln town car
striking the victim’s automobile. The suspect was contacted
and admitted to the incident. The suspect was cited for striking an unattended vehicle.

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

Rev. Jennifer Crumpton speaks during Women Connect’s “Feminism and
Christianity” Thursday night in Marco’s at the Memorial Student Center.
White said that the Women
Connect Community contacted
Crumpton and asked her to
come speak. She said they were
originally looking for an atheist to come and speak because
it is a voice commonly heard
in this community. White said
an atheist author she had in
mind recommended Crumpton
because the author could not
attend.

“I thought Jennifer’s voice
would be better received,”
White said. “We found her online and called her up.”
Crumpton said feminsim is
the assumption that women
are equal to men in every way
and that they are autonomous
human beings.
Ebony Robinson can be
contacted at Robinson186@
marshall.edu.

By PAUL WEST

percent) say they should be
allowed to apply for permanent legal residency, but not
allowed to gain citizenship.
Six percent don't know or
refuse to answer. The poll's
margin of error is plus or minus 3 percentage points.
The survey also found
that the improving economy
appears to have reduced opposition to immigration, both
legal and illegal.
Nearly half of all Americans
(49 percent) say immigrants
strengthen the country because of their hard work and
talent. That is the highest percentage on that question since
September 2000. Conversely,
a smaller proportion (41 percent) say immigrants are a
burden because they take U.S.
jobs, health care and housing.
About three years ago, in
June 2010, the balance of
opinion was anti-immigrant.
As the economy was struggling to emerge from the
worst recession since the
Great Depression, half of those
questioned by Pew (50 percent) considered immigrants
a burden to the United States,
while just 39 percent said
they strengthen the country.

aMUsed concert brings Poll find broad support for legal status,
students to their feet
not citizenship, for illegal immigrants
By JOSEPHINE E. MENDEZ

THE PARTHENON
The dance group, aMUsed,
hosted its informal spring
concert Thursday at 7 p.m. in
the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center.
Jessica Lynn Fox, a faculty
member who teaches dance,
dance theory, and music
theater performance, helps
manage the group and also
has a hand in choreographing
some of the dances.
“The aMUsed ensemble is
about any form of movement,”
Fox said. “ People come with
just a love of movement and
then it’s cultivated and celebrated. There is no kind of
stereotype for what aMUsed
is. It’s whatever we make it.”
The show is based on
student involvement, with
several of the pieces choreographed by students. Fox said
this allows students to have a
voice and express themselves.
For some of the dances, the
performers hear the music
for the first time and have
to improvise their dance
movements.
“When you are doing improvisation for a song, the
easiest way is to take whatever the music is and just
go with it,” Shauntay Heyliger, a senior theater major,

said. “The key is to just keep
moving”
Heyliger has been with
aMUsed since 2010 and said
she feels more open as a
dancer and more willing to do
whatever is asked no matter
how crazy it sounds because
of her involvement.
“It’s really amazing what
you can do once you allow
your body to move,” Heyliger
said. “I love the environment
that aMUsed creates because
we are not competitive like
people in sports. We are just
a collective unit working
together in a very positive
atmosphere.”
The concert contained a variety of dance combinations
including solo performances,
duets and one that contained
the entire ensemble.
“I think my favorite performance was the one with all the
dance members in it,” Alyssa
Simon, sophomore public relations major, said. “You were
able to see all the dancers personalities and how similar and
different that all are.”
The aMUsed group, which
Fox started in 2009, meets
a few times each month as
a class or in the form of a
workshop.

See CONCERT | Page 5

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
Nearly three in four
Americans say that illegal immigrants should be allowed to
remain in the country legally,
but fewer than half say they
should be allowed to apply for
citizenship.
Those are the key findings
of a new national poll, released Thursday, that reflects
a positive shift in attitudes
toward immigrants now in
the United States. The survey, conducted March 13-17
by the Pew Research Center,
comes as lawmakers in Washington are attempting to craft
a comprehensive plan to deal
with some 11 million people
who are thought to be in the
country illegally.
The new poll reveals opposition to granting legal status
from about one in four Americans (27 percent) who say
that immigrants who came illegally should not be allowed
to stay in the country legally.
The remainder are split over
exactly how to grant legal
status. The largest group (43
percent) say that immigrants
living here illegally should be
eligible to apply for U.S. citizenship. Another group (24

See POLL | Page 5

Former U.S. soldier accused of joining al-Qaida group in Syria
By RICHARD A. SERRANO

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
Federal authorities arrested
and charged a 30-year-old U.S.
Army veteran-turned-Middle
East "freedom fighter" with
conspiring to use a weapon
of mass destruction a rocketpropelled grenade after joining
al-Qaida forces fighting President Bashar Assad's regime in
Syria.
Eric Harroun was arrested
after flying into Dulles International Airport in northern
Virginia, returning from a flight
from Syria. Authorities said he
had previously made "voluntary" statements to FBI agents
about his activities fighting
with al-Qaida in Iraq's al-Nusra
Front as part of an "RPG team"
in Syria.
According to a criminal complaint and affidavit unsealed
Thursday in U.S. District Court

in Alexandria, Va., Harroun said
he carried three rockets in a
backpack in Syria, along with
an AK-47 assault rifle. He said
his team would fire rockets at
defensive positions protecting
the Assad regime, the complaint said. On at least one
occasion, Harroun said, he hit a
tower with one of the rockets,
the complaint added.
Though the U.S. is supporting some of the groups
opposing Assad, al-Qaida in
Iraq's al-Nusra Front has been
designated as a foreign terrorist organization, which
the complaint says Harroun
admitted knowing under questioning by the FBI. If convicted,
he could face life in prison.
The al-Nusra Front has become an increasing worry for
the Obama administration.
Though it represents a fraction
of the many rebel groups, it is
considered the most effective,

and could rise to power and
influence in a post-Assad Syria.
Brian Jenkins, a terrorism expert with the Rand Corp., said
in an interview that the U.S.,
which favors Assad's removal,
can justify Harroun's arrest because al-Qaida poses a threat.
"Our interests in the region
are defined as the removal
of Assad," he said. "But at the
same time, there is a continuing campaign to bring about
the defeat and destruction of
the al-Qaida enterprise."
Harroun, of Phoenix, appeared briefly in court
Thursday. He was read the
charges against him and ordered to return to court
Tuesday for a detention hearing, in which he likely will enter
a plea. A defense attorney is being appointed on his behalf.
Harroun served in the U.S.
Army from 2000 to 2003 and
took a medical discharge after

page designed and edited by BISHOP NASH | nash24@marshall.edu

a car accident. More recently,
in Internet postings and videos,
he has fashioned himself as the
"the American" and boasted
of being a freedom fighter in
several of the "Arab Spring"
rebellions.
"I hate bad guys like Bashar,"
he told FoxNews.com earlier
this month, referring to Syria's
leader. "I hate Iran too. I am a
freedom fighter."
In three meetings this month
with FBI agents at the U.S. Consulate in Turkey, Harroun is
said to have described his involvement with the al-Nusra
Front and, according to FBI
special agent Paul Higginbotham, estimated that he shot 10
people. He said he also lost his
U.S. passport in the fighting.
He is alleged to have equated
Zionism with Nazism and
fascism and said he "hated alQaida" but "did not know any
al-Qaida members."

ACCIDENT: E PARKING LOT
March 15 at 12:15 a.m., a victim ran over lower extremities
with their automobile after falling out of their car. An attempt
to reset the emergency break once the automobile began to
roll was made, but the clutch was shifted instead. The victim was transported to a hospital with non-life threatening
injuries.

OPEN INVESTIGATION: 1524 FIFTH AVENUE
March 25 at 2:30 p.m., three males were found attempting to
remove a 2,000 pound piece of equipment from the Marshall
University forensics house on 5th Avenue. Upon questioning,
one suspect stated they were given permission to remove the
piece of equipment from the backyard of the house. The case
remains under investigation.
Josie Landgrave can be contacted at landgrave2@marshall.edu.

MU Woodwind Ensemble prepped
for Monday night performance
By MAGAN M. HAMMOND

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
Woodwind Ensemble will perform Monday at 8 p.m. in the
Jomie Jazz Forum in the Joan
C. Edwards Performing Arts
Center.
Ann Marie Bingham, who
teaches clarinet and oboe,
Ed Bingham, who teaches
saxophone, Kay Lawson, who
teaches bassoon, and Wendell
Dobbs, who teaches flute are
putting the ensemble together.
Wendell Dobbs, who teaches
flute at Marshall, said the
concert will consist of flute
movements, saxophone quartets, clarinet ensemble pieces
and a bassoon piece.
“Every semester in our
woodwind area — flute,
clarinet, bassoon, oboe and
saxophone — we have what
one of my colleagues calls an
‘all skate concert,’ meaning everyone can skate,” Dobbs said.
Dobbs said the pieces performed are meant to highlight

the ensemble. The word ensemble is a term used for
groups.
“We do these activities each
semester,” Dobbs said. “Most of
these people have been working on this music for seven to
eight weeks.”
The event is being presented
at the Jomie Jazz Forum.
“It’s not a real big space, but we
try to accommodate everyone,”
Dobbs said.
Based on the large turnouts
at past shows, Dobbs said he
expects the place to be full
Monday night.
“Between all of the friends of
who all is performing and the
general public, it gets pretty
full,” Dobbs said.
Audience members can look
forward to a variety of musical
pieces and Marshall students
will have the chance to go out
and support their fellow Marshall students.
Magan
M.
Hammond
can be contacted at hammond53@marshall.edu.
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GETTING DEFENSIVE
Changes coming for Herd defense
By KYLE GIBSON

MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

New Marshall Defensive Coordinator Chuck Heater coaches during the
Herd’s second spring practice.

THE PARTHENON
Besides J.C. Price, who moved from defensive line coach to handle defensive
tackles, the Thundering Herd enters 2013
with entirely new defensive coaches.
Defensive Coordinator Chuck Heater,
linebacker Coach Adam Fuller, defensive
ends Coach Sean Cronin and Price make
up the current base on the defensive side
of the ball.
Last season’s stats indicate a tough road
for the new coaches. Marshall ranked
101st in total defense and 119th in scoring
defense, which ranked next to last for FBS
teams in 2012.
Heater said Tuesday, after the team’s
first spring practice, that there were a few
bright spots in his first chance to coach the
unit on the field.
“They kind of had a good idea of what
was going on, and that was good because
we had a lot of new things happening in
terms of systems. So, that was encouraging,” Heater said. “Some guys kind of just
need to get a bit of football about them.

With a bunch of guys, we have to coach and
get them to play better, but there are a lot
of positive things.”
Heater and Fuller are entering the Conference USA ranks for the first time. The
conference takes a different approach
to offense, with most teams employing
a high octane spread attack. Heater said
the coaches will be able to gauge other
defenses by practicing against the Herd offense and their fast-paced system.
“You get a lot of teams that play similarly to how we play with fast tempo and
spread offenses so we’ve seen those and
we know how to do it,” Heater said. “It’s
good if our offense does it because it’s
got good carryover for us and puts us
in uncomfortable situations like we’ll
see in real life situations. We’ll have to
adjust, but it gives us a good idea about
what’s going on out there.”
From a player’s perspective, defensive
lineman Jeremiah Taylor said the overall
tactics with the new coaches are similar to
some of the older ones.
“Really, it’s not that much different,”

Heater preaching effort, cohesion
By KYLE GIBSON

THE PARTHENON
With football’s spring practice window
underway, Marshall University’s new defensive coordinator, Chuck Heater, will
have an opportunity to shape and coach his
squad leading into the summer.
Heater is taking over for former defensive coordinator Chris Rippon, who
left the team in November after three
seasons with the team. In Rippon’s final
season, the defense allowed 43 points
per contest after suffering injuries and
losing talent such as Vinny Curry and
Omar Brown to the NFL.
With over 35 years of coaching experience, including two recent national
championships with Florida, Heater will
hope to bring a proven track record to the
Thundering Herd.
At least one defensive player is already
excited to play for Heater. Defensive
lineman Jeremiah Taylor said Heater’s experience is a big selling point.

“I love him,” Taylor said. “He comes in
and you take him serious right off the bat
because you see him and the places he’s
been and what he’s accomplished. You’ve
got to respect things like that, and we love
him.”
After the championship stops at Florida,
Heater followed former Gator defensive
coordinator Steve Addazio to Temple and
served as defensive coordinator with the
school. He was named to Marshall’s staff in
January.
Heater said he chose to come to Marshall because of his familiarity with Head
Coach Doc Holliday, who also coached with
Heater before coming to Marshall.
“Doc was the reason I came to Marshall,
because I know Doc and I’m at a stage in my
career where I like working for people that
I know if I have a choice to do so,” Heater
said. “I thought it was an opportunity to
come and maybe do something good.”
Heater and the team made moves by
tackling the recruiting trail and bringing

in his type of players before spring practice began. The Herd signed 13 defensive
players for next season, and four of the defensive signees were ranked 4-star talents
by ESPN.
In terms of his philosophy for spring and
beyond, Heater said he hopes he can help
the players achieve more through coaching and that he also wants to win as a solid
unit.
“I feel like if we are equal in talent and
everyone can play — I hope we can go out
there and play good defense,” Heater said.
“I like to think that coaching can give you
an edge, but it’s unknown. Certainly our
objective is to go out there and play good
defense. If we do that we will get good results at Marshall, because we are trying to
win as a team.”
With spring practice ending in late May,
Heater will be hoping the team can make
strides and rush into the fall season.
Kyle Gibson can be contacted at gibson210@marshall.edu.

As the Herd comes down the stretch of
its spring season, the Conference USA tournament looms large. Coach Mercer said the
whole season has been preparation to win
the conference.
“This season we’ve played probably the
most difficult schedule we’ve ever had,”
Mercer said. “Of our 17 matches, 12 of the
teams were or are ranked. It’s really paid
off for us, especially in mental toughness.”
One team usually dominates C-USA, but
this season the conference is wide open.
“Usually Tulsa dominates the conference,

but this year it seems like every team is
good,” Zaprazna said.
The Herd has taken on C-USA opponents
No. 46 Tulane and No. 49 SMU over the past
few weeks, falling to both in close matches.
Timko said the close decisions have not deterred the Herd from achieving its goal.
“After we got off the court against Tulane,
we were all saying ‘why did we not win that
match?’ They’re so beatable,” Timko said.
“It’s going to come down to who shows up

Herd Tennis hosts Pittsburgh, VCU this weekend
By WILL VANCE

SPORTS EDITOR
The Marshall University tennis team will
look to take advantage of good weather when
they take on Pittsburgh and Virginia Commonwealth in a pair of matches this weekend.
The matches will be played at the Brian Fox
Tennis Center on Marshall’s campus.
Marshall Head Coach John Mercer said
the team enjoys getting to play on campus.
“It’s great,” Mercer said, who is now in
his 10th season at Marshall. “We’re right in
the middle of campus, and it’s a really nice
facility.”
So far this season, all of the Thundering
Herd’s matches have been played at the Huntington Tennis Club in Barboursville, W.Va.
“We’ve been waiting all year to play on
campus,” junior Karli Timko said.
The match against Pittsburgh, which has
won its past four matches, will have a little
bit of extra importance as former Marshall
tennis star Micheala Kissell-Eddins returns
to Huntington as coach of the Panthers.
“It’s definitely really weird,” senior
Dominika Zaprazna said. “We played
together for two years, and now she’s
coaching against me. So, she knows all my
strengths and weaknesses and everything.
So, it’s different, but I’m excited.”
Coach Mercer said the coaches do not
figure heavily into the matches themselves.
“I don’t think it makes that big of a difference,” Mercer said. “The players are the
ones going out and hitting the balls and
playing the matches, but it’s good to have
her back in town.”
Kissell-Eddins had two NCAA tournament appearances and was 110-41 in her
time at Marshall.

See TENNIS | Page 5

Taylor said. “You just have a few tweaks
here and there. Pretty much it’s just the
same plays, but different names.”
Taylor added that some differences come
from coaching philosophy. Taylor said Cronin stresses repetition and hard work to
the defensive ends in practice.
“He emphasizes effort,” Taylor said.
“The stuff we need to know, we’ll get later
through repetition. The thing he is harping
on is effort and trying to make us go 100
percent all the time.”
Taylor also said the philosophies of two
new coaches help his position to see things
in a different way.
“We’ve got two new defensive linemen
coming in with different perspectives with
Coach Price and Coach Cronin,” Taylor said.
You’re going to gain perspective from both
guys.”
The team is hoping that perspective will
produce results in spring practice, as the
first kickoff against Miami Ohio on August
31 does not seem too far away.
Kyle Gibson can be contacted at gibson210@marshall.edu.

COLUMN

Fans should not complain
about hike in ticket price
By COURTNEY SEALEY

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University recently sent out season ticket
renewals for the 2013-2014
football season. Season ticket
holders may be surprised to
find out the ticket prices had
gone up slightly from last
year. Many Thundering Herd
fans may ask themselves why
they should have to pay more
to see a team that had a losing
record.
Even though ticket prices
have increased, Marshall still
offers some of the cheapest
tickets — $25 to sit in the end
zone — compared to other
schools within Conference
USA. According to stadiumjourney.com, the Joan C.
Edwards stadium is at the top
of the pack compared to the
other stadiums Marshall will
visit this upcoming season.
On the site, the return on investment was noted as the
best feature Marshall had to
offer because of cheap tickets, free parking, reasonable
food prices and a lack of a
no-reentry policy. It is clear
that Marshall fans get a bargain with stadium seating
for what they pay as season
ticketholders, but are they
getting that same bargain
from the team?
With this year’s schedule,
it seems like Marshall fans
are paying more for less.
However, I would argue the
opposite.
As a fan, I do not pay to see
my team play great teams like

Virginia Tech and West Virginia University. I pay to see
them win, and Marshall has
the chance to win a lot more
with next season’s schedule.
Six of the teams the Herd will
face did not have a winning
record during the regular
season last year. If the Herd
keeps up the offense it had
last year and can improve it’s
defense with the new coordinator, there is no excuse as to
why the Herd could not have
a winning record and travel
to a bowl game.
In a letter sent to season
ticket holders this past week,
Marshall Athletics said many
things factored into the ticket
prices. This includes the record-setting offensive 2012
campaign, Kevin Grooms
winning C-USA freshmen of
the year and Rakeem Cato
winning C-USA player of the
year, the great recruiting
class head coach Doc Holiday
has put together and Holiday
retooling and enhancing his
staff.
Last year, the team put on
a show for its fans by putting
crazy offensive numbers on
the scoreboard, but fans were
highly disappointed by the
defensive effort.
This year, the team is going through some drastic
changes. After last year’s lessthan-defensive defense, the
team hired a new defensive
coordinator who gives the
team hope that the defense

See TICKETS| Page 5
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Marshall Tennis Head Coach John Mercer talks to his team before the Herd’s match against UNCGreensboro March 1.
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The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

Column

While there are many opinions about same-sex marriage,
Americans can agree that it
has been a landmark week for
marriage equality after the
U.S. Supreme Court’s hearing
on Proposition 8 and Section
Three of the Defense of Marriage Act.
Currently, more than half
of Americans believe the
U.S. government should allow same-sex couples to have
the right to marry. According
to Gallup polls, 53 percent
of Americans would vote in
favor of legalizing same-sex
marriage if it were put to a
vote.
So, why has the debate

been drawn out, leaving
same-sex couples without a
solution?
According to a Pew Forum
poll, white Evangelicals make
up 19 percent of the U.S. population. Evangelicals are the
only major religious group in
which less than a majority (37
percent) believes same-sex
marriage should be accepted
by society.
That is a large portion
of the population that, for
whatever reason, opposes
marriage equality. Many
Evangelicals in the mold of
Pat Robertson want to see
a Constitutional amendment upholding traditional

marriage. This stance is not
only oppressive but also
unconstitutional.
When asked why they oppose same-sex marriage, 47
percent of Evangelicals say the
Bible says so and that it violates the sanctity of marriage
— an ordinance they believe
was handed down by God.
Truth be told, their opposition
is likely a religious preference — something that should
never be a deciding factor in
legislation.
First, let us break down
what the sanctity of marriage
is. As defined, sanctity is the
quality or state of being holy
or sacred, and something that

is sacred embodies the laws
or doctrines of a religion.
As many know, the First
Amendment prohibits the establishment of religion. So, if
sanctity embodies the laws
or doctrines of a religion, the
argument that same-sex marriage violates the sanctity of
marriage is unconstitutional.
The Constitution is the basis upon which laws are made,
and while the Bible may condemn same-sex marriage, the
Constitution does not. Instead
of protesting, Evangelicals
should face that reality because it is only a matter of
time until marriage is truly
equal.

The etiquette of texting: What
social rules do we need for
this new communication?
By DEBRA NUSSBAUM

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
(MCT)
As I watch people text in
public — head down, earplugs
in, oblivious but still shuffling
forward a la the Walking Dead
— I can’t help but wonder
when we’ll see a news story
about one of them strolling into
traffic and being run over.
How did we get so hooked?
Texting is one of those habits that came so quickly to
our society that everything
from schools to hospitals to
state capitals — institutions
that say things in full sentences and without emoticons
— are scrambling to impose
rules of the road, literally and
figuratively.
Americans send more than
two trillion texts a year. And
all this started only in the early
2000s. By 2007, texts had surpassed the number of phone
calls people made in a day. If
you spend time with anyone
under 40, these statistics do
not come as a surprise.
Like many aspects of technology, we haven’t quite
figured out the etiquette of
texting. We text while people
are speaking to us. We text
in classrooms. I have seen
people text in churches and
synagogues (Sorry, Pastor Bill,
I once sent my daughter a text
from church), we text at meetings and, probably worst of all,
we text when another person is
sitting right across from us trying to engage in conversation.
I’ve had time to think about
this, and to talk to others, and
to watch texters in action. And
I’ve come to this conclusion: It’s
impolite to text when people
are speaking to you. It’s rude to
text during a class or at a meeting, and it’s a total disregard for
the safety of others when you
text while driving, biking, or
walking. In New York City, people have practically trampled
my 85-year-old mother on the
sidewalk because their faces
are buried in their phones.
And our constant passion for
texting may also not be the best

thing for our relationships. Last
year I sat in a lovely restaurant
with my husband, and there
was a 30-something couple at
the table next to us. Throughout dinner, they sipped their
wine and looked down at their
phones and texted. They didn’t
exchange a word with each
other.
“Texting is extremely controlled and you don’t risk an
interpersonal experience,” said
Pamela Pressman, a licensed
professional counselor in Voorhees who works with adults
and couples of all ages. Texting
while people are speaking to
you is “disconnecting and putting up emotional barriers,”
she says. When we don’t give
people, meetings, services, or
classes our full attention, it
prevents us from relating to
people and connecting with
them. Pressman recently saw
people texting after a viewing,
moments before the start of a
funeral. “How can you get more
disrespectful than that?”
Texting while doing almost
everything is exacting a price
on politeness and how we relate to one another. My friend
Harvey was in a meeting recently for a charitable group
in South Jersey. Several participants around the table were
texting with each other conducting their own meeting. Not
only is that rude, but how is a
group supposed to interact and
make decisions?
I recently asked two distinct
groups if it was rude to text
while someone was speaking
to you. The first was my book
group made up of middle-aged
women (the near-50 and over
set). Is it rude? “Yes,” was the
resounding answer they gave
without hesitation.
Then, I put the question to
my 18 Rowan students, ages 19
to mid-20s. Acceptable or rude?
Again, without any pause, without first texting anyone, they all
said, “Rude.”
Acknowledging the problem
is the first step to recovery. This
epidemic faux pas, that I, too,
have been guilty of, may pass.

MCT CAMPUS
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On pot laws, respect the states
By ERWIN CHEMERINSKY
and ALLEN HOPPER

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
It may be surprising, but
no state is required to have
a law making possession of
marijuana, or any drug, a
crime. Therefore, any state
can legalize some or all marijuana possession if it chooses.
The federal government, if it
chooses, can enforce the federal law against its possession
and use, but it is up to each
state to decide what to criminally prohibit, based on the
10th Amendment.
This basic insight has been lost
in the public discussion about
whether the initiatives legalizing possession of small amounts
of marijuana passed by Colorado and Washington voters in
November are pre-empted by
federal law. The two states will
soon finalize regulations to implement those initiatives, including
how to tax and regulate marijuana. U.S. Attorney General Eric
H. Holder Jr. told a recent meeting of state attorneys general that
the Justice Department review of
the initiatives was winding down,
suggesting an imminent decision as to whether it intends to
challenge the initiatives as being
pre-empted by federal law.

This month, eight former
heads of the Drug Enforcement
Administration urged Holder
to enjoin the new state laws.
Peter Bensinger, DEA chief
from 1976 to 1981, told the
Associated Press: “This is a nobrainer. It is outrageous that a
lawsuit hasn’t been filed.”
Is it outrageous? Or is it just
an intelligent assessment of
the legal landscape?
The pre-emption doctrine is
based on the supremacy clause
of Article VI of the Constitution, which makes federal law
“the supreme law of the land”
trumping conflicting state
laws. The question, then, is
whether there is a conflict between the federal government
prohibiting small amounts of
marijuana and some states not
doing so.
There is not a conflict when
one level of government prohibits something but another
level of government does not.
An easy illustration is that murder is a crime in every state,
but, except for very specific circumstances, it is not a federal
crime. No one would say that
there is a conflict. Likewise, a
state can decide that certain
conduct does not violate state
law even if it offends federal
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law. It is then for the federal
government to decide how, if
at all, it wants to enforce the
federal law.
Several other states, including California, have laws
making possession of up to an
ounce of marijuana an infraction punishable by a fine, even
though under federal law, it’s
a misdemeanor punishable by
up to one year in federal prison.
Similarly, 17 states and Washington, D.C., have laws that
allow possession of marijuana
for medical purposes; there is
no such federal exception. Although the federal government
can enforce the stricter U.S.
law in states that have decriminalized possession or have
medical marijuana laws, it has
never acted to have those state
laws invalidated based on the
preemption doctrine.
Simply put, no state has to
have a law prohibiting marijuana, even though federal law
does. And if a state does have
such a ban but wants to repeal
it in whole or in part, such as
for possession for medical reasons or for small amounts, it
may do so.
Because states could remove all criminal sanctions for
marijuana, this more limited

removal of some state sanctions cannot be preempted,
claiming a conflict with federal
law. It is true that Colorado and
Washington go further than
allowing possession of small
amounts of marijuana under
state law; their new laws also
regulate and tax the sale of
marijuana. But this actually
helps achieve the federal objective of controlling marijuana
compared to a state decriminalizing marijuana without
regulating its distribution.
Beyond the legal arguments,
there are policy reasons for the
federal government to not interfere with the Colorado and
Washington laws. An important
feature of federalism is that
states are empowered to serve
as laboratories for experimentation with social policies. As
the nation embarks on perhaps
the most significant public debate about drug policy since
President Nixon declared the
war on drugs, Washington and
Colorado’s experiment should
be allowed to go forward.
The country can then assess
whether it succeeded or failed.
Let’s hope Holder’s response
will be more nuanced and respectful of the states than that urged by
the retired drug warriors.
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U.S. to
require
lower-sulfur
gasoline
By NEELA BANERJEE

|

|

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
The Obama administration is expected to propose
new rules Friday that
would slash the amount of
sulfur in gasoline, one of
the most significant steps
the administration can take
this term toward cutting
air pollution, said people
with knowledge of the
announcement.
The new rules would bring
the rest of the country's sulfur
standards in line with California's gasoline program.
The oil industry and members of Congress from oil states
have criticized the standards
as onerous with few health
benefits in return. Environmentalists have countered that

the rules would improve public
health considerably.
The proposed rules would
place a cap of 10 parts sulfur
per million parts, compared
with a cap of 30 now. Once final,
the rules would go into effect in
2017.
Reducing sulfur in gasoline
helps vehicles' catalytic converters work more efficiently,
which means they remove
more of the nitrogen, volatile
organic compounds and carbon monoxide that exacerbate
respiratory ailments. The auto
industry and many states back
the new rules.
"Using lower-sulfur gasoline in cars currently on the
road will reduce as much
pollution as taking 33 million

cars off the road," said Paul
G. Billings, senior vice president of the American Lung
Association. "This pollution triggers asthma attacks,
worsens lung and heart
health and can even lead to
early death."
The oil industry argues
that the proposed standards
would make refineries use
more energy, driving greenhouse gas emissions higher.
It contends that outfitting refiners to comply with the new
rules could push up the price
of gasoline by as much as 9
cents a gallon.
"There is a tsunami of federal regulations coming out of
the EPA that could put upward
pressure on gasoline prices,"

Freshman

Continued from Page 1
weight. If you can control
your habits, there’s nothing
that is forcing you to gain 15
pounds.”
Stress from school and work
can be overwhelming and
sometimes factors into weight
gain during college years.
Strict schedules can throw off
eating habits and lead to skipping meals and eating what is
quick or easy to access, which
has negative effects on one’s
health.
Making the right choices
and staying focused can be
helpful in avoiding weight
gain during the first year of
college, as well as an entire
college career.

Kopp
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Aaron Schaffhausen enters a St Croix County courtroom in Hudson, Wisconsin, Thursday. Schaffhausen pleaded guilty of killing his three children,
but he maintained that he shouldn't be held responsible for their deaths because he was mentally ill at the time.

Wisconsin man pleads guilty to murdering his 3 daughters
By PAM LOUWAGIE

STAR TRIBUNE MCT
Jessica Schaffhausen sat in a
courtroom and quietly cried as her
ex-husband softly delivered the
words that many had been waiting
to hear: "Guilty ... Guilty ... Guilty."
One after another Thursday,
Aaron Schaffhausen admitted
to killing their three daughters,
11-year old Amara, 8-year-old
Sophie and 5-year-old Cecilia, in
their River Falls home in July. It
was a case one county prosecutor
called the worst he'd ever seen.
Aaron Schaffhausen is still
arguing that he should not be
held responsible for the crimes,
though, because of mental illness. His attorneys will attempt
to prove that to a jury starting
next week.
Defense attorney John Kucinski said after the hearing
that his client decided to plead
guilty to the crimes so they
could get right to the heart of
the matter: mental health.

Tickets

Continued from Page 3
will match the top ranked
offense from last year. Adding
Chuck Heater and his staff to the
roster does not come cheap, and
fans have footed the bill.
In football, nothing is for certain and uncertainty comes at
a high cost. It is not for certain
that Chuck Heater will help
Marshall to a winning season,
but with his resume, Marshall
fans know that there is a better

Poll

Continued from Page 2
among blacks (82 percent),
Latinos (80 percent) and
those with a college degree
(84 percent). It is lower
among whites without a
college degree (61 percent) and those aged 50-64
(65 percent). But across
all demographic groups, a
majority say they wanted

"We just figured, well, let's
get to the issue, I guess," Kucinski said.
Prosecutors had been poised
to show a jury a stream of evidence that Aaron Schaffhausen
cut his daughters' throats, tried
to set fire to the house where
the girls lived with his ex-wife
and phoned his ex-wife, saying
he had killed their daughters
on the afternoon of July 10.
They alleged that Schaffhausen,
who was working a construction
job in Minot, N.D., showed up near
River Falls unexpectedly that day
and asked his ex-wife if he could
see the girls. She agreed but insisted that he leave the house
before she returned home from
work at 3:30 p.m.
When he arrived, the girls
were excited to see their father and pulled him upstairs
to show him their things, their
baby sitter told authorities, according to court papers. She
left soon afterward.

chance than there has in the past
few years. If Herd fans want a
good team, they will have to pay
for coaches who will work best
to help achieve that.
Adding a few dollars to the
season ticket cost might seem
ridiculous to most people, but
the raise in prices seems very
modest when fans look into
what the team will offer this
coming season.
Courtney Sealey can be contacted at sealey3@marshall.
edu.

illegal immigrants to be
given a way to stay in the
U.S. legally.
The differences are relatively muted along partisan
lines. While 76 percent of
Democrats and 70 percent
of independents say they
favor some form of legal status, fully two out of three
Republicans (64 percent)
say they do, too.
That warming among

At 3:30 p.m., Jessica Schaffhausen answered her phone.
"You can come home now, because I killed the kids," her
ex-husband told her, according
to charges.
Police found each girl in her
own bed, a blanket drawn up to
her neck, dried blood on her face.
Victim advocates whisked
Jessica Schaffhausen out of the
courtroom after Thursday's
hearing. Her uncle Flint Watt
later said by phone that their
family is satisfied with the
progress of the case so far.
"In some ways it might make it
easier for family members to not
have to have all the details come
out in a trial about guilt," Watt said.
In the courtroom just before
the plea, Jessica Schaffhausen
paged through photos of the
girls on her cellphone. Women
sitting next to her put their
arms around her.
"I think she wanted to hear
him admit that he had done

Tennis

Continued from Page 3
to play in Houston.”
Timko has been tantamount to a closer in baseball
for Marshall tennis this season, winning 10 straight
matches going into this weekend including several match
clinchers, most recently
against UNLV.
“I had no idea I had a
winning streak going until
someone told me about it

Republicans is reflected
in another report, issued
Thursday
by
Resurgent
Republic,
a
moderately
conservative GOP research
organization. It found that
conservative
Republican
primary voters in key states
are open to an overhaul of
the nation's immigration
system that includes creating a pathway to citizenship
for illegal immigrants.
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what he did," her uncle said.
Asked how she was faring,
he said: "She's had her tough
times, but she's an amazingly
tough woman."
There was no plea agreement with prosecutors, and
St. Croix County Circuit Judge
Howard Cameron made it clear
to Schaffhausen that there were
no guarantees as to what kind
of sentence he might get.
Next week's trial is likely to
contain a flurry of mental health
research and conclusions.
Experts for the defense, the
prosecution and the court have
each examined the defendant.
To win an insanity claim, defense attorneys will specifically
need to prove that Schaffhausen
had a mental disease or defect
at the time of the crimes and
that because of that, he lacked
"substantial capacity" either to
appreciate the wrongfulness of
his conduct or to conform his
conduct to the law.
after eight,” Timko said. “I’m
not even thinking about that
when I go out there.”
“Maybe next year I’ll be
cocky, but now I see every
match as just a new challenge,” Timko said.
The Thundering Herd takes
on the Panthers at 2 p.m. Friday and the VCU Rams at 11
a.m. Sunday, with both matches
being played on campus.
Will Vance can be contacted
at
vance162@
marshall.edu.

Concert
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“When we started, we were very
small, but know we have grown to
about 20 students,” Fox said. “We
are always looking for new dancers
to provide us with new energy. We
are honestly just a group of people
that love and support the arts.”
Josephine E. Mendez can be
contacted at mendez9@marshall.edu.

“I was the type of student
that others saw more in than
I saw myself,” Kopp said. “But
I began to realize that I was
able to do what other people
didn’t seem able to do. I wasn’t
egotistical. Just over and over
again it was reinforced that
hard work doesn’t necessarily pay off in the time frame
that you want it to, and I was
willing to take on more responsibilities and positions
that gave more work load.”
Kopp said he believed the
qualities of a good leader are
an ability to think outside the
box, ability to inspire, love of
risk taking, versatility, courage and a deep understanding
of one’s self.
“I would say the foundation
of all leadership begins with
knowing oneself,” Kopp said.

said Bob Greco of the American
Petroleum Institute.
"Consumers care about the
price of fuel, and our government should not be adding
unnecessary regulations that
raise manufacturing costs,
especially when there are
no proven environmental
benefits."
California has had a cap of 20
parts sulfur per million since
2011, but refineries routinely
deliver fuel at 8 or 9 parts per
million, said Stanley Young,
spokesman for the state's Air
Resources Board.
The lower sulfur concentrations have led to "substantial
reductions in air pollution" and
added 3 to 5 cents to the cost of
a gallon of gasoline, Young said.
Junior history major, Nick
Emig, said gaining weight can
easily be avoided if healthy
choices are made and students stay active.
“As long as you make an effort to exercise a few times
a week and stay away from
fattening foods, it should be
pretty easy to keep the weight
off,” Emig said. “It’s all about
just staying active and being
careful about what you eat.”
With warm weather approaching, being outdoors can
make it easier for students to
get motivated and be active.
It is never too late to start
a healthy lifestyle and shed
those freshman 15 pounds.
Kelcie Coburn can be
reached at Corburn15@
marshall.edu.

“If you don’t know yourself,
you are going to be tempted
in a lot of different directions
to do things that are shortcuts
and unethical practices that
can accomplish what you have
set out to accomplish, but in a
disgraceful way.”
Kopp said it is also important to have the help of
different, but equally talented
people.
“You don’t do all these
things alone,” Kopp said. “We
have a great team.”
Kopp said he will do a lot of
soul searching when the time
comes to renew his contract,
and determine if he is still the
best person for the university. Until that time, he said
he would continue to work
as hard as he can and achieve
great things for the university.
Taylor Stuck can be contacted at stuck7@marshall.
edu.
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